
MAY - DECEMBER, 2019

CONTENT

Dear brothers, 
The Feast of our Founder on October 
24 has r ightly placed us in 
Extraordinary Missionary Month of 
October inviting us to deepen our 
missionary identity. I congratulate the 
initiatives of the Major Organisms for 
their active participation in this 
ecclesial event and the many 
initiatives to make it meaningful. It has 
also set the tone for the 150th 
anniversary of the death of our 
beloved Founder. 

The General government reviewed 
the canonical visits held in America 
this year. There are many blessings 
that urge us to sing a Magnificat in 
gratitude and many opportunities 
amidst challenges that prompt us to 
courageously embrace and go forth in 
mission with hope. The Claretian 
presence in the “young vine” of 
America has come of age to a mature 
150 years which we hope to 
commemorate in January 2020 (for a 
religious Congregation 150 years is 
only young adulthood). This should be 
a period of bearing mature fruits of a 
solid presence in the continent 
especially amidst many socio-political 

turmoils in various countries that 
besets this beloved continent. 
We studied the semesterly report (this 
time regarding the way we profit from 
documents from the Holy See and the 
Congregation) received from the 
Major Superiors. It is a joy for us to see 
that we are a Congregation which feels 
with the Church (sentire cum Ecclesia) 
and walk forth with the whole Church 
at universal and local levels. Reports 
say that the Major Organisms make 
efforts to integrate the documents of 
the Church in their reflection and 
praxis by various creative ways. Some 
of you do it quiet effectively while 
others gloss over them superficially. 
Generally, the Congregational 
documents are copied to each member 
and they are studied at community 
level. Best practices which we have 
noted are deeper study or reflection of 
the documents through workshops, 
seminars, community discussions, 
reading in community etc. Least 
effective way is to merely send the 
information by email and let the 
members to benefit from them 
personally. 

I invite you all to benefit from the 
magisterium of the Universal Church 
and the Congregation and walk 
together with the Church on the path 
that Holy Spirit paves for her. This 
requires that we give attention and 
time for our own ongoing formation to 
know and study the Church teachings 
and disseminate authentic information 

about the Church and her teaching. It 
is a way to prevent the many fake 
news and gossips about “Church 
politics” circulated in the sensational 
media. Following the Spirit of our 
Founder, we shall be concerned 
about true catechesis of our people so 
that people know and love the 
Church by knowing her genuine 
treasures from within.
 
Weaving the Congregational fabric 
together 
We are celebrating different 
Congregational events in the coming 
months. There are many programs of 

 “Sent to set ablaze” 
Letter of Superior General after 
Intensive General council meetings 
of October 2019 

01CMF MAY - DECEMBER,  2019



preparation and celebration taking place at universal and 
local levels. When we see many upcoming programs, it is 
possible that one may get alarmed at seeing different 
initiatives and opportunities proposed at the level of the 
General Government and the Major Organisms. Like our 
Founder, we shall learn the art of weaving together the 
fabric of our congregational life and mission with 
threads of different colours and sizes. 
Everything falls in their place properly 
when each of us is committed to walk 
forth together in the Spirit of the 
Congregation and participating in those 
programs that each one is expected to 
take part and bring forth their fruits in his 
life and ministry. 2 

We have many events to celebrate in the 
year ahead. The following are some of 
the important congregational events in 
the coming months: 
• The 150th anniversary of the completion of 

the earthly mission of Father Claret (24 October 
2020). We begin the year officially in Chile on 25 
January 2020 and conclude in Vic on 24 October 
2020. 

•  Year 2020 also marks events like 150th year of the 
definite approval of the Constitutions (11 February 
1870), intervention of Father Claret in the Vatican 
Council I (31 May 1870) and the Religious 
Profession of Father Claret (8 October 1870). 

•  The 150th year of the arrival of Claretian 
Missionaries in America (25 January 2020). It is 
celebrated together with the inauguration of the 
150th year of the call of our Founder to the home of 
the Father. 

•  100 years of Claretian Presence in Bolivia on 13 
November 2019. 

•  75 years of Claretian Presence in Philippines. 

•  50 years of Claretian Presence in India to conclude 
on 16 July 2020. 

•  125 years of Claretian Presence in Brazil on 14 
November 2020. 

These are important events that invite the rejuvenation of 
ourselves as a Congregation at the local and universal 
levels so that we do not get stagnated and suffer from 
charismatic rheumatism. We have a beautiful charism and 
mission in the Church. As a Congregation we shall let the 
Spirit of our charism to form us into a community of 
missionaries on fire with love and sent to set ablaze the 
flames of God's love to the people to whom we are sent to 
serve. 

The different programs to in the Congregational journey 
in the coming months until December 2020: 
1.  Meeting of the Governments of Major Organisms of 

America in Medellin, Colombia, with the General 
Government in December 2019. 

2.  Official beginning of the Claretian Year 
project on 1 January 2020. 

3.  Meeting of Major Superiors in 
Chile (12-25 January 2020) to 
mark the anniversary of the 
arrival of Claretian Missionaries 
in America and the initiation of 
the preparation for the 26th 
General Chapter of 2021. 

4.  General Canonical Visitation to 
the Major Organisms of Europe 
from April to September 2020. 

5.  Conclusion of the Death Anniversary of 
our Founder and the Meeting of the 

Governments of Major Organisms of Europe with 
General Government in October 2020. 

First Process of Transformation (Congregation going 
forth) 
1.  Educational Exchange in Nigeria from 2-9 

November 2019. (General Prefect of Apostolate and 
his Team). 

2.  Encounter of Prefects of Apostolate in 2020. Time 
and place yet to be finalized. 

3.  Biblical Assembly of ACLA in Nigeria from 24-30 
April 2020. 

4.  REBICLAR in Mexico from 30 August to 6 
September 2020.

5.  Workshop on Animation of Youth and Vocations in 
Africa. 

Second Process of Transformation (Community of 
Witnesses and Messengers) 
1.  Reflection on community (MS 70.5). As mandated 

by the last General Chapter, we shall undertake 
reflection on different aspects of community life 
from July 2020. 

2.  Online course on Claretian mission and 
Interculturality (a pilot course in Spanish and 
English in 2020). 

3.  Online course for Formandi on Claretian economic 
administration organized by the General Prefecture 
of Economy to be arranged and accompanied by the 
Formation Prefectures of Major Organisms. 

“Manual and 
Protocol for the 

protection of minors 
and vulnerable 
adults and the

 prevention and 
intervention before 
a crime of sexual 

abuse”
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4.  Workshop for new Major Superiors in November 
2020. 

5.  Workshop for new Major Organism's Economes in 
September (Spanish) and December (English) 2020. 

6.  Encounter of Secretaries of Major Organisms of 
MICLA 10-18 May 2020. 

7.  Encounter of Secretaries of Major Organisms of 
ACLA 1-9 June 2020. 

8.  The promulgation of the “Manual and Protocol for 
the protection of minors and vulnerable adults and 
the prevention and intervention before a crime of 
sexual abuse” in December 2019. 

Third Process of Transformation (Men who adore God in 
the Spirit) 
1.  The Claretian Year. A daily deepening of our 

knowledge of our Founder and charism. 

2.  Encounter with Claret. One month-program in Vic 
and Madrid in French (May), English (June) and 
Spanish (September), organized by the General 
Prefecture of Spirituality and its Teams (CESC in Vic 
and Forge Center in Los Negrales). There will not be 
the Forge Program in 2020. 

3.  School of the Heart of Mary for Formators from April 
12 to July 5, 2020, in Vic, Barbastro and Madrid. 

4.  Publication of the General Plan of Formation. 

I consider the year 2020 very significant for us to deepen 
the spirit of our Founder, to develop the missionary spirit 
in us and to courageously become God's response to the 
cry of his people. These programs will bear fruit only 
when there is good collaboration and animation at three 
ends: the animation of the organizing team, the 
motivation and active participation of the missionaries 
and the animation role of accompaniers at the level of the 
Major Organisms. 

Two special events to commemorate the life of Father 
Claret 

A feature film on Father Claret 
It has been a long-cherished dream of many Claretian 
missionaries to bring the missionary spirit of our Founder 
to the public through visual media. In the current culture 
of communication through predominantly images, we 
hope that a good film on Father Claret would be a good 
initiative of the Claretian Family together with friends and 
well-wishers. 

The purpose is to reach out to the public as well as 
missionaries, evangelizers and youth and help them 

discover the mission of their own lives and to dedicate 
themselves to a greater cause. This is also a learning for us 
to use a public platform to involve all those who love and 
admire our Founder to participate in this venture through 
their financial contributions through crowd funding. I 
think that the poor response to crowd funding as I write 
this letter (Spanish link shows € 1285 and English link 
€791) speaks something about the way we go about our 
common concerns collectively by becoming stakeholders 
and welcoming others to it.
 
Project of Claret 150 
It is a project initiated by the Claretian Family especially 
CMF and RMI, but open to other branches of the Claretian 
Family. The project has two dimensions: a dimension of 
reflection on the life and mission of the Founder by 
holding a Claret Week of seminar on relevant themes 
related to Father Claret. 

The second is the pastoral dimension of venturing a joint 
apostolate in a periphery mission either in the Amazonia 
or in a new mission in Madagascar. A commission is 
formed by members of the two Congregations to explore 
the possibilities. 

I believe, the Spirit of Christ is calling us to a deepened 
understanding of the mission of the Church in the world 
and our missionary charism in the Church. For us 
Claretian Missionaries, it is a privileged moment to live 
our own missionary call joyfully and deeply by resonating 
with the Church's own reflection on her missionary 
identity. 

Let us learn from our Founder the art of living our 
missionary identity faithfully amid the many challenges 
and changes we encounter in the world. Like him, we 
shall confide in the Heart of Mary who accompanies her 
sons sent in mission. 

Fraternally
, 

Fr. Mathew Vattamattam CMF 
Superior General 
Rome, 1st November 2019
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O
n November 2 to 10, 2019, the 3rd 
Educational Exchange Program took 
place with the trip of a group of 9 

participants – Claretians and Directors of the 
Schools of the Province of Santiago – to Nigeria. 
They visited schools and educational institutions 
of both East Nigeria Province and West Nigeria 
Independent Delegation.

Over the past academic year, 2018-2019, in the 
months of November and February, two groups of 
Claretians from several African countries, mostly 
educational heads of Nigeria, visited several of 
the schools in the Province of Santiago, near 
Madrid.

They also visited other educational institutions 
such as the Association of Catholic Schools of 
Spain and the Institute of Religious Life where 
they were able to greet Aquilino Cardinal Bocos.

In this 3rd Educational Exchange Program, for 
several days, they visited Kabba schools in the 
state of Kogi and Ewowa in Lagos, both of the 
Delegation of West Nigeria. In the Province of 
East Nigeria, they visited the Amurri and Garriki 
schools in the state of Enugu, the schools of 
Owerri and Nekede in the state of Imo, as well as 
the Claretian Institute of Philosophy (CIP). In all 
visits the welcome and care have been 
magnificent.

Through several work meetings and exchange 
with the Claretians of the Nigerian schools, it has 
been possible to know first-hand the educational 
endeavours of the Claretians in Nigeria: the 
educational system of the country, the 
educational plans of our centers and future 
challenges.

The workshops between teachers and school 
heads, sharing the process and educational 
reflection among Nigerian and Spanish teachers 
had good results and interesting.

The evaluation of this exchange has been very 
satisfactory for all parties. They look for ways of 
cooperation and continuity of this experience 
with the hope that they will crystallize in future 
projects of exchange of good practices and 
mutual help.

3RD CLARETIAN EDUCATIONAL 
EXCHANGE PROGRAM
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Dear brothers,

In this extraordinary Missionary month of October, we 
enter the 150th year of the completion of the mission of 
Father Claret on earth.  The official inauguration of the 

anniversary of his call to heaven is envisaged on 25th 
January in Santiago de Chile together with all the Major 
Superiors during the celebration of the 150th year of the 
arrival of Claretian Missionaries to the “young vine” of 
America. The conclusion of the Jubilee year would be in Vic 
on 24th October 2020. 

However, we shall take off from this special missionary 
month to prepare a meaningful period of internalization of 
the missionary spirit of our Founder. I urge you to make use 
of the program of the spiritual itinerary prepared by the 
General Prefecture of Spirituality to grow closer to our 
Founder and nurture the missionary spirit that we too have 
received. How exciting it is for us to think of ourselves as 
those, in the words of Father Claret, “whom the Lord had 
given the same spirit that motivated me” (Aut 489). Without 
this spirit, we may make lot of noise, but not God's voice for 
his people like our Founder.

On 24th October 1870 at 8.45 am, our Founder was called 
to his heavenly abode. The touching description of his last 
days by Father James Clotet shows how deep was his 
intimacy with the Lord.  Our Founder, a naturally endowed 
designer, teaches us the beauty of living for the Lord and the 
art of dying in the Lord. His long-desired goal of shedding 

his blood for the love of Jesus and Mary and of sealing the 
truths of the Gospel with the very blood of his veins (Aut 
577) was realized in a mystical way in his last days in exile 
in Fontfroide in France.
Our Founder has left us two beautiful gems that reveal the 
core of his life. In this jubilee year, we shall nurture our life 
and mission each day from them. We will do well to have 
them inscribed in our hearts to imitate his faithfulness to the 
Lord and keep them written in our rooms as a mirror 
reminder.

The first is the apostolic prayer of our Founder which 
declares the mission of his life.

“O my God and my Father, may I know you and make you 
known; love you and make you loved; serve you and make 
you served; praise you and make all creatures praise you. 
Grant, my Father, that all sinners be converted, all the just 
persevere in grace, and all of us attain to eternal glory. 
Amen.”

The second is the definition of the missionary which is the 
best description of his own life and a program of holiness 
that he has left to us:

A Son of the Immaculate Heart of Mary is a man on fire with 
love, who spreads its flames wherever he goes. He desires 
mightily and strives by all means possible to set the whole 
world on fire with God's love.  Nothing daunts him; he 
delights in privations, welcomes work, embraces sacrifices, 
smiles at slander, and rejoices in suffering. His only concern 
is how he can best follow Jesus Christ and imitate Him in 
working, suffering, and striving constantly and single-
mindedly for the greater glory of God and the salvation of 
souls.

I hesitate to add anything to these spiritual jewels by way of 
comment or explanation. What is important is to fan the fire 
of God's love within us by being close to our Founder. 
Father Claret's life testifies that the flame of God's love 
spreads wherever a missionary goes, be it to a village or a 
town, to distant island or to a royal palace. It is the fire, 
unlike other passions, that goes on burning without burning 
us out.  Let us keep returning to the spiritual treasures of our 
Founder to draw apostolic force to be truly God's mission in 
the world.  

I wish the whole Claretian Family, friends and lovers of our 
Founder a very joyful feast of St. Anthony Mary Claret.

Fr. Mathew Vattamattam, CMF
Superior General

FEAST OF ST. ANTHONY MARY CLARET
MESSAGE 24TH OCTOBER 2019
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From 15-20 September 2019 the priests of the East 
Nigeria Province gathered for their annual retreat 
at Maryland Nekede Owerri.

It was a special time for spiritual exercises and renewal 
(CC 52). The retreat was moderated by the Capuchin 
priest Fr Cosmas Uzowulu. He emphasized the call to 
holiness of life, fidelity to the religious vows and a 
consciousness of the things that truly endure and not 
the peripheral and fleeting things of the world.

During the course of the retreat, the confreres prayed 
for specific intentions of the missionaries and province. 
It was also a time used for the blessing of the newly 
completed Claret Academy (secondary school ) hostel 
located at Area 'A' New Owerri. The Provincial 
Superior Fr Simeon Nwobi,CMF blessed the new hostel 
in the presence of the priests, students and workers.

2019�Annual�Retreat

The retreat came to an end with the celebration of a Mass 
of thanksgiving for members of the province who 
marked their priestly silver jubilee anniversary. They 
include Most Rev Wilfred Anagbe, Frs Perpetus Igwe, 
Antoninius Ajaegbu and David Okeke, CMFF. It was 
really a time of renewal for the Province.

On 8 September, 2019 at the Martyrs of Barbastro Chapel 
Maryland Nekede Owerri Nigeria Fr Simeon Nwobi,cmf 
received the first and perpetual vows of six novices and 
seven students respectively.

The novices who made their first religious profession are 
Chima Kenneth, Dike Stephen, Ede Joseph, Nwankwocha 
Francis, Nwaogwugwu Kevin and Onyekwere Charles.

Seven students, Akujuobi Jude, Amaku Peter Claver, 
Chiaha Raphael, Igba Emmanuel, Nnonyelum Maxwell, 
Okoye Vincent and Omelukam Sylvester, CMFF made 
their perpetual profession in the Congregation.

At the Eucharistic celebration presided by Fr Simeon 
Nwobi with other priests as concelebrants, the professandi 
were urged to make their vows to the Lord and fulfill them. 
'Commitments to living the vows is a life of martyrdom', 
The chief celebrant reminded them to emulate St Anthony 
Mary Claret and the Claretian Martyrs who were 
undaunted in their commitments even to the point of 
martyrdom.

First�and�Final�Professions�
Held�in�Maryland�Nekede,�Owerri.

Present at the lively liturgical celebration was Fr Jude 
Igba,CMF who represented the Major Superior of the West 
Nigeria Delegation, Fr Daniel Onyeayana,CMF, the 
Claretian Sisters, the family and friends of the professandi 
and other collaborators who share in our mission.

After the Eucharistic celebration, the guest were entertained 
by the students who garnished the reception with cultural 
and theatrical displays.
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Dear brothers, 
1. Fraternal Greetings. In this missionary month of 
October, we join the whole Church to reflect on our 
missionary identity and affirm our very life as mission. 
Pope Francis reminds us, “each of us is a mission to the 
world, for each of us is the fruit of God's love.”1 Mission 
implies a call and a sending. This letter is to reflect with 
you on our missionary vocation from an inter-cultural 
perspective in the context of the changing demographic 
face of the Congregation. 

We situate our inter-cultural reality within the vision of 
an integral ecology of Claretian charism2 which calls for 
the interconnectedness of the rich diversity of our 
members, their cultural differences as well as our 
missionary presence and diversity of ministries in 
different parts of the world. When these elements of our 
life and mission are disconnected from the spirit of our 
Founder, we run the risk of dispersion of resources and 
weakening of the missionary vitality of our 
Congregation. 

Pope Francis, Message for the World Mission Day 2019. 
In Evangelii Gaudium (EG) the Pope says, “I am a 
mission on this earth; that is the reason why I am here in 
this world. We have to regard ourselves as sealed, even 
branded, by this mission of bringing light, blessing, 
enlivening, raising up, healing and freeing” (no. 273). 

2 Cf. This concept was used in the Letter of Superior 
General, “Called to radiate the joy of the Gospel in the 
world today”, no.22 (20 November 2016). Integral 
ecology, applied to the Claretian charism, imply that 
everything that constitute the life and mission of the 
Congregation need to be interconnected as well as 
integrated to our charism and mission in the Church. 
Anything that is not integrated would be a disintegrating 
presence in the Congregation. 

1.- Three beautiful calls from God 
2. I would start with the three fundamental calls that you 
and I have received in our lives in unique ways. 

 “My Spirit is for all the world” 
Called and sent as missionaries in an intercultural world 

“There is no Gentile, no Jew, no circumcised, no uncircumcised, no barbarian, 
no Scythian, no slave, no free man, but Christ is everything in each of us” (Col 3:11). 

Letter�of�General�-�Interculturality�
in�Mission�Month�-�October�15,�2019
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1.1.- The call to existence: 
3. Each of you is a precious gift of God to the world when 
you were called into existence with a divine purpose. 
Providence has arranged that we take flesh from the flesh 
of our parents and unfold as persons in a social setting in 
relationship with other persons by being members 
of a family, a neighbourhood, a town, a 
region, a nation and the world at large. 
The question of culture comes in here. 
We were humanized by culture 
which organized our human nature 
and continues to shape us as we 
move beyond our familiar 
environment and participate in in 
a wider social environment. 

4. In a broad sense, culture is “the 
lifestyle of a given society, the 
specific way in which its members 
relate to one another, to other 
creatures and to God. Understood in this 
way, culture embraces the totality of a 
people's life.”3 However, a person is more than 
his culture, and his origin and destiny go beyond his 
cultural identity. 

We grow up as members of various social groups in the 
same social environment based on age, gender, region, 
tribe, religion, spiritual movements and so on with lot of 
interactions between people creating a shared common 
ground of co-existence. Unity in diversity is the 
necessary lesson of life we learn in the world to live 
together in harmony. Through the eyes of faith, we see 
the interconnection of humans in the society reflecting 
the mystery of the triune God who is Love. 

3 Evangelii Gaudium 115. 
4 In Phenomenon of Man (1955) p. 265 
5. However, reality presents another side of the human 
story too. The unending history of exploitation, conflict, 
and wars in human society, despite great achievements, 
clearly indicates that human being cannot save himself. 
Teilhard Chardin makes it clear: “Love alone is capable 
of uniting living beings in such a way as to complete and 
fulfil them, for it alone takes them and joins them by what 
is deepest in themselves.”4 This love has a name: Jesus 
Christ, the saviour of the world. This love has a process: 
The economy of Christian salvation. By this love the 
consciousness of our identity expands from tribal identity 
towards Christ consciousness which broadens our circle 
of love to include all humans and all creation. Indeed, 
our faith has introduced a new dimension in our lives: the 
project of God's love for humanity and the world. 

1.2.- The call to share the life and love of Christ 
6. One of the beautiful things that happened in our lives 
is when we were called by name at baptism to belong to 

Christ sacramentally and form part of his mystical body, 
the Church. The new life in Baptism implies a mission as 
Pope Francis says “What in the Christian is a sacramental 
reality – whose fulfillment is found in the Eucharist – 
remains the vocation and destiny of every man and 

woman in search of conversion and salvation. 

For baptism fulfils the promise of the gift of 
God, that makes everyone a son or 

daughter in the Son…. This mission is 
part of our identity as Christians; it 
makes us responsible for enabling 
all men and women to realize their 
vocation to be adoptive children of 
the Father, to recognize their 
personal dignity and to appreciate 
the intrinsic worth of every human 

life, from conception until natural 
d e a t h . ” 5  I n  b a p t i s m  a n d  

conformation, we have received the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit in our hearts 

and have become partners of the Spirit in his 
mission. 

5 Pope Francis, Message for the World Mission Day 
2019. 
6 Catechism of the Catholic Church 1. 
7 Catechism of Catholic Church 3. 
8 Constitutions 46. 
9 Cf. Formula of Profession. 

7. Mission takes us to the basics of Christian faith that 
God “in a plan of sheer goodness freely created humans 
to make him share in his own blessed life”, and “calls 
man to seek him, to know him, to love him with all his 
strength.”6 This inbuilt longing for fullness of life in man 
finds its fulfillment in the mystery of Christ. Thus, “those 
who with God's help have welcomed Christ's call and 
freely responded to it are urged on by love of Christ to 
proclaim the Good News everywhere in the world.

1.3.- The call to be a Claretian missionary 
8. Again, the Lord has gazed on each of us and has called 
us out of our homes and cultures to follow him closely, to 
live a life in common with those who are similarly called 
and be at the service of his mission according to the 
charism given by the Holy Spirit to our Institute. It has 
been indeed a life-changing call of God to be a Claretian 
missionary. 

Our special calling in the Church is to “communicate the 
total mystery of Christ to humanity through the ministry 
of the word.”8 Thus, we are in the Congregation 
because, enabled by the Holy Spirit, we have publicly 
declared our desire “to seek the glory of God earnestly, 
to devote ourselves more fully, and to follow Christ more 
closely, as the Apostles did, in the ministry of Salvation 
throughout the world.”9 The charism that unites us is a 

“is not a matter of 
eating and drinking, 
but of righteousness, 
peace and joy in the 

Holy Spirit” 
(Rom 14:17).”
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gift of the Spirit to the universal Church through our 
Founder. Claret's words, “my spirit is for the whole 
world” is truer today than ever before. Mission is the 
reason of our existence as Claretians in the Church. 

2.- The Mission of the Congregation in the Church 
9. The three fundamental calls which we have received 
(human, Christian and Claretian) converge in pursuing 
the purpose of our lives, viz., the coming of the Kingdom 
of God which Jesus preached. The three calls have their 
corresponding community setting (human family, the 
Church and the Congregation) and they point to the same 
unifying goal: to fulfill the purpose of our life in the light 
of the mystery of Christ. 

Jesus proclaimed the coming of the Kingdom of God 
which as St. Paul says, “is not a matter of eating and 
drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit” (Rom 14:17).” Certainly the purpose of our life in 
the Congregation is not to have a comfortable life, nor 
enviable careers, social status or achievements. 

Claret discovered it in the title of apostolic missionary 
and expressed it in the apostolic prayer. 

“O my God and my Father, may I know you and make 
you known; love you and make you loved; serve you and 
make you served; praise you and make all creatures 
praise you. Grant, my Father, that all sinners be 
converted, all the just persevere in grace, and all of us 
attain to eternal glory.”10 Our Constitutions state our 
aim thus: “to seek in all things the glory of God, the 
sanctification of our members and the salvation of 
people throughout the world.” 11 

10 Autobiography 233. 
11 Constitutions 2. 
12 Mission of the Claretian Today 126. Cf. Men on Fire 
with Love 37. 
13 Mission of the Claretian Today 132. 

10. These three words express the “why” of our existence 
as Claretians: Glory of God, sanctification of each of us 
and the salvation of all humans. These words may sound 
out of tune with our times. 

As they refer to the core questions of human life, it would 
require a holistic and mystical approach to make sense of 
them in different cultures and epochs. The attempts to 
use modern terms for them do not seem to help. God's 
glory is much more than the well being of humans, 
sanctification is not just personal fulfilment, and salvation 
is not the same as liberation. 

At the same time, we cannot build our lives on vague 
purposes. In the context of today, it is easy to be 
distracted from the fundamental questions of life, and the 

question of the purpose of life can get drowned in the 
many distractions and noises of modern life.
 
11. The harmony between the stated purpose of life and 
the lived life of Claret beautifully bespeaks his vocational 
integrity and holiness of life. In our case too, the integrity 
and harmony of life has to do with our missionary 
vocation becoming “the principle that organizes and 
articulates all our hopes, aspirations and projects,”12 and 
for us, “being Claretians is the concrete way of being 
men, Christians, religious, priests and apostles.”13 

12. Our missionary vocation addresses the deep 
questions of life (who am I? What is my mission on earth? 
Does what I do resonate with my purpose in life? Why 
should I renounce good things of life? Why bother about 
others?) by taking us experientially to the folly of the cross 
of Christ where the answer of these questions is 
accessible to those who follow him. The Paschal mystery 
of Christ affirms that “the foolishness of God is wiser than 
human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger 
than human strength” (1 Cor 1:25). 

13. My mission, the mission of the Congregation and the 
mission of Jesus converge on making God's love known 
to the world through concrete acts of loving as Christ 
loved. Our missionary vocation makes sense only within 
the mission of the Church. The love of Christ that urges us 
unites us in the fraternity of our communities and 
provokes commitment in our different ministries in the 
Church. 

Mission is defeated when sin and greed disconnect us 
from our true identity and the real purpose of the short life 
on earth. The purpose of life is unfolded to each of us 
along the journey of life in our personal and unique 
encounter with God, others, and oneself which takes 
place through many mediations. 

The mediation of cultural factors in this process is 
significant. Our life and mission in the Congregation are 
enhanced or impeded by the richness and limitations of 
the cultures that raised us and our brothers, and the inter-
cultural dynamics in our communities. 

14. How would you articulate the purpose of your life? 
How is it related to the mission of the Congregation and 
the mission of the Church? 
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INTRODUCTION

The Feast of St. Anthony Mary Claret, which we 
thcelebrate every 24  October each year, has 

been a very symbolic day for the Church and 
most especially for We, the Sons of the Immaculate 
Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Claretian 
Missionaries) worldwide. 

This is because of the significant role our Father 
Founder Saint Anthony Mary Claret played in the 
Church and love of Christ which really 
motivated him to established this unique 
Religious Congregation in the Church. 

thSo, today being 24  October, 2019 we 
celebrate him and also celebrate 
ourselves for being privileged to share 
in this Love of Christ that bind us 
together as one family in the Church.

Actually, the Feast of Saint Anthony 
Mary Claret in our Community started 
with a Nine Days Novena, which we 

th
started from 15  October to 23th 
October, 2019. 

th
Then, on 24  October, 2019 which was the 
Feast of our Father Founder Saint Anthony Mary Claret 
proper, we started the celebration in our Community 
with the Eucharistic Celebration in Attakwu, presided 
over by Rev. Fr David Okeke, Cmf, the Parish Priest of 
St Mary's Parish Amurri at 11:00am. 

Father David celebrates his Priestly Silver Jubilee this 
year. Some of the participants were all the members of 
our Community, parishioners from Garriki, our 
Claretian Priests from different places, the Lay 
Claretians, the Students and Teachers of Claret 
Academy Secondary School Garriki, Enugu, the 
Spiritans and our Guests who came from far and near 
to celebrate with us.

The Homilist was Fr Peter Onele, Cmf. The theme of 
his Homily is:  where he New Life in Christ,
enumerated numerous virtues possessed by our Father 
Founder Saint Anthony Mary Claret, he concentrated 
mainly on the virtues of Love, Humility and 
Forgiveness. 

According to him, the Love of God and our neighbours 
(Our brothers and sisters), the humility of accepting 
one's weakness and the heart to always forgive one 

another are the essential elements of our 
Christian Life. These essential elements 

according to him were typically seen in 
the life of our Father Founder Saint 
Anthony Mary Claret.

After the Eucharistic Celebration, we 
entered into the Second Part of our 
celebration in the Refectory with these 
activities: 

Different Presentations like dancing 
and singing from our students from 
Claret Academy Secondary School 

Garriki, Enugu, Cutting of Cake and 
Toasting of Wine in celebration of the Feast 

of our Father Founder Saint Anthony Mary Claret and 
some Presentations from our Theology Students, then, 
followed with refreshment. Actually, the celebration 
of the Feast of our Father Founder Saint Anthony Mary 
Claret in our Community this year really went 
successfully. 

We ended the celebration with a closing prayer led by 
Rev. Fr Philip Igbo, Cmf. So, we give glory to God and 
honour to our Blessed Virgin Mary who made it 
possible for us to participate actively in this our annual 
celebration. May God bless everyone especially our 
Claretian Missionaries.

The humility of
 accepting one's 

weakness and the 
heart to always 

forgive one another 
are the essential 
elements of our 
Christian Life.

THE CELEBRATION OF THE FEAST 
OF OUR FATHER FOUNDER  

SAINT ANTHONY MARY CLARET 
IN THEOLOGY HOUSE, ATTAKWU, 

ENUGU STATE.
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Dear Sisters and Brothers,

G
reetings from the participants of the Solidarity 
and Mission (SOMI) training, Yaoundé. We 
were 25 participants comprised of Claretian 

Laity and Religious, from the Claretian Major 
Organisms and missions in Africa (Cameroon, Charles 
Lwanga, Congo, East Nigeria, Ivory Coast, Mother of 
Africa, Padre  Xifré, West Nigeria). The training was 
organized in the Anton Probst Claretian Novitiate 
House, Ekali , Cameroon, from June 10 to 14, 2019, by 
the General SOMI team. As we are aware, SOMI is a 
new dynamism in the Congregation constituted of 
General Secretariat of JPIC (Justice, Peace and Integrity 
of Creation), Claretian presence at the United Nations 
(UN) and the General Mission Procure.

The purpose of the training was to strengthen the 
capacity of Claretian organisms to promote justice, 
peace, sustainable development, and to establish a 
workable SOMI network at local, regional and global 
levels. To achieve this goal, inputs were provided on 
the current realities of Africa, the environmental 
threats faced by the globe, our commitment to JPIC 
and its spirituality, the functioning of UN System and 
its Instruments, SDGs (Sustainable Development 
Goals) and their incorporation into our life and 
apostolates, and the new design and implementation 
of projects.

Our convictions: We feel the urgency to improve the 
living conditions of people as mandated by the 
Gospel. In a context of the crises of, collective 
belonging to African culture and weakening of 
democratic institutions, we recognize the rise of 
violence and the emergence of the new marginalized 
in Africa. In addition, the environmental degradation 
has serious impact on the vulnerable population in the 
region. Being called by the liberating mission of Jesus 
and animated by the passion for JPIC, we want to raise 
structural questions, and seek solutions having Right 
Based Approach (RBA) and Sustainable Development. 

To sustain in this commitment, we require the 
contemplative gaze of reality of the suffering around 
and to develop mystic action after the model of our 
Founder.

Priorities of SOMI-ACLA:  To achieve these 
aspirations, we have identified two priorities that will 
guide our action as SOMI of Claretians in Africa 
(ACLA): the promotion of  PEACE-RECONCILIATION
and the safeguarding of the  On the ENVIRONMENT.
one hand, as missionaries present in the context of 
armed and interethnic conflicts and structural 
violence, we shall work for peace and reconciliation as 
a privileged means of witness and proclamation of the 
Gospel. On the other hand, we encounter especially 
the marginalized becoming victims of environmental 
degradation which calls for strategic cum synergic 
intervention towards the preservation of the biosphere.

Proposals for organizations: 
Ø We shall constitute at the level of ACLA, a 

Coordination Team, comprised of two Claretians 
and a lay Claretian. This shall be created by ACLA 
Council of Major Organisms.

Ø There shall be a SOMI team at the level of each 
Major Organism.

Ø Let there be a SOMI team or a representative at the 
level of community/parish/school/institution/ 
formation house.

Ø We shall arrange in each Major Organism an office 
for Mission Procure with necessary materials for 
the effective performance of the office.

Ø We shall revise our apostolates in the light of Right 
Based Approach (RBA) and Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs).

Ø We shall prioritize projects incorporating the SDGs 
and the cure of the structural problems. In other 
words, we shall avoid the realization of isolated 
projects.

At the end of the training, we are happy to share with 
you the fruits of a work of reflection, learning and 
dialogue that renewed our passion for the Kingdom of 
God and His justice. We greet you by wishing you 
peace and unity in the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

Participants of the Regional Meeting of SOMI, 
Yaoundé, Cameroon. June 14, 2019.

MESSAGE FROM PARTICIPANTS 
AT SOMI REGIONAL TRAINING
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O
n Saturday, July 13, 2019, the East Nigeria 
Province had nine priestly and three 
diaconate ordinations held at the St Anthony 

Mary Claret Parish, Area A, New Owerri, Imo State.

Among the nine ordained priests were five Claretians 
and four members of the Congregation of the Sacred 
Hearts Jesus and Mary. 

The five Claretians ordained priests are: Revs. Peter 
and Paul Onele, Henry Ekewms, Emmanuel 
Anyaebosim and Valentine Orazulume, CMFF. The 
Students ordained deacons include: Augustine 
Obiadazie, Charles Okonkwo and Michael 
Madunagu,CMFF

The ordaining prelate Most Rev Matthew 
KwasiGyamfi, Bishop of Sunyani Diocese in Ghana, 
urged the newly ordained to accept the invitation of 
Jesus to say 'Yes' to the call of God and to proclaim the 
Good News to the peripheries of the world, to cities 
and villages. 

He told them that wherever the Lord sends them, there 
they should go. He called them to a life of prayer and to 
be priests after Christ's heart. Over 100 priests and 
religious were present at the ordination.

 

2019 Priestly/Diaconate 
Ordinations

O
n 30 June 2019, 
the Youth and 
C h i l d r e n  

A p o s t o l a t e  o f  t h e  
Claretian Province of East 
Nigeria organized Claret 
Children's Thanksgiving 
Day. It is a day for the 
c h i l d r e n  f r o m  t h e  
different areas of their 
apostolates to gather 
together to celebrate the life of Father Claret and thank God 
through the appreciation of the cultures of other people.

Over 1000 children were present during event held at the 
Claretian Parish church of St Paul Umualum Nekede, Owerri. Fr 
George Njoku, CMF, a member of the Youth Apostolate, 
organized the Children's event. According to him the event is 
geared towards a greater appreciation of the life of St Anthony 
Mary Claret and to instill in young people the spirit of 
interculturality in line with the guidelines of XXV General Chapter.

In his reflection during the liturgical celebration, the Provincial 
Secretary, Fr. Matthew Iwuagwu, CMF invited the children to 
emulate Father Claret who was undaunted in any task and ever 
determined to accomplish great things for God. 

It was also an event where children learnt to share what they have 
with the poor and downtrodden.  The children also had time to 
recreate and compete in different events like drama, cultural 
dance, bible quiz, debate in the local languages. Awards were 
given to kids who distinguished themselves during the events.

Claret	Children's	
Thanksgiving	Day	in	Nekede

From the 22nd to 28th July 2019, the Youth and 
Vocation Ministry of East Nigeria Province held a 
Youth Week with the theme: Creative Impact: 

Positioning Today's Youth for Tomorrow's Challenges 
(cf. Ex 35:35). 

The week long activity which attracted hundreds of 
young people included spiritual and social activities 
like recollection, the Holy Mass, entrepreneurial 
seminars, health talks, sports activities, quiz 
competition on the bible and the life of St Anthony 
Mary Claret,  and an  excursion to the National War 
Museum.

At the end of the Youth Week, the exuberant young 
people had a thanksgiving Mass at St Anthony Mary 
Claret Church Area 'A' New Owerri Imo State. They 
were able to showcase to the worshipping community 
some of the items they were able to produce. Thus, 
they were equipped and empowered to the face 
present realities in a tough economic environment.

Awards of recognition were also given to some 
benefactors and committed youths.

EAST NIGERIA YOUTH AND 
VOCATION MINISTRY HOLDS YOUTH WEEK
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O
n 8 September, 2019 at the Martyrs of Barbastro 
Chapel Maryland Nekede Owerri Nigeria Fr 
Simeon Nwobi,cmf received the first and 

perpetual vows of six novices and seven students 
respectively.

The novices who made their first religious profession are 
Chima Kenneth, Dike Stephen, Ede Joseph, Nwankwocha 
Francis, Nwaogwugwu Kevin and Onyekwere Charles.

Seven students, Akujuobi Jude, Amaku Peter Claver, Chiaha 
Raphael, Igba Emmanuel, Nnonyelum Maxwell, Okoye 
Vincent and Omelukam Sylvester, CMFF made their 
perpetual profession in the Congregation.

At the Eucharistic celebration presided by Fr Simeon Nwobi 
with other priests as concelebrants, the professandi were 
urged to make their vows to the Lord and fulfill them. 
'Commitments to living the vows is a life of martyrdom', The 
chief celebrant reminded them to emulate St Anthony Mary 
Claret and the Claretian Martyrs who were undaunted in 
their commitments even to the point of martyrdom.

Present at the lively liturgical celebration was Fr Jude 
Igba,CMF who represented the Major Superior of the West 
Nigeria Delegation, Fr Daniel Onyeayana,CMF, the 
Claretian Sisters, the family and friends of the professandi 
and other collaborators who share in our mission.

After the Eucharistic celebration, the guest were entertained 
by the students who garnished the reception with cultural 
and theatrical displays

First and Final Professions 
Held in Maryland Nekede, Owerri.

O
n 20th July 2019, the first 
Ghanaian Claretian of the 
East Nigeria Province was 

ordained a priest. Rev Leka-Ire Henry 
Mario,CMF was born in Techiman 
Municipal in the now Bono East 
Region in Ghana. After his primary 
and secondary education, he was 
admitted into the Congregation as a 
postulant in 2008. He had his 
novitiate, philosophy and theology 
studies in Nigeria.

The ordination took place at the Holy 
F a m i l y  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  
KentenTechiman Bono East Ghana by 
the Most Rev Dominic Yeboah, 
bishop of Techiman Diocese. Concelebrating with 
him at the Mass was Bishop Wilfred Anagbe,CMF the 

bishop of Makurdi Diocese, in Nigeria 
and Fr Simeon Nwobi,CMF the 
Provincial Superior of the East Nigeria 
Province. Present at the Mass were the 
Claretian missionaries working in 
Ghana, diocesan priests, the religious 
and lay faithful.

The Claretian mission in Ghana since 
late 1990s has been solidified and 
made permanent. Our mission started 
in the North Tamale Ecclesiastical 
Province where Rev Henry Leka Ire 
hails from.

First Ghanaian Claretian 
of the East Nigeria Province Ordained a Priest 
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Introduction

The Novitiate experience after philosophy as recently 
adopted by the East Nigeria province and Independent 
Delegation of Western Nigeria of the Claretian Missionaries 

is traceable to the spirit/fruit of the Vatican Council II on the 
renewal of religious life {1969} which aims at strengthening the 
spirituality of the church and better preparation towards her 
evangelical cum redemptive mission, and the renewal in the 
spirit/charism of each religious institute in the modern time. Thus, 
theCouncil set in motion in the Church and religious institutes in 
general and in our congregation in particular a renovation in the 
area of formation with special attention to the novitiate.

It is against this backdrop that I have been encouraged to 
articulate, on behalf of the 2018/2019 novitiate set of 
the East Nigeria Province “the experimental set” the 
novitiate experience, capturing its relevance after 
the probationary period of philosophical studies 
as postulants.

Nature and Purpose of Novitiate According to 
the GPF
According to the Claretian General Plan of 
Formation (GPF), the novitiate is a time of integral 
initiation into the following of Christ the 
evangelizer, according to the Claretian charism, in 
regard of incorporation into the congregation through 
religious profession.

Accordingly, the nature and purpose of the novitiate must be: to 
lay the ground work for the future missionary to acquire all the 
virtues especially those most needed for the conduct of his 
apostolic ministry. In a clear manner the GPF states:

“The novitiate aims at the novices having a better understanding of 
their divine vocation as it is proposed in the congregation, 
experienced its ways of life, conforming their minds and heart to its 
evangelizing spirit: and at the same time being able to verify their 
intention and suitability”.

Generally, novitiate experience is a fundamental period when one 
nourishes his vocation by immersing oneself into its spirit, which 
demands a breaking forth from one's former life and social milieu, 
distraction from the world in order to make better discernment that 
will foster his perseverance and fidelity to his religious profession 
of the evangelical counsels and life of the congregation.    

Following the situation of the modern time and the mindset of the 
younger generation, and in line with the innovations of the council 
in the formation of religious, there is a fundamental need for 
training of those preparing to enter the novitiate in integral human 
development, in order to attain a better preparation and 
assimilation of the novitiate experience, which requires the 
completion of probationary period of philosophical studies.

Relevance of Novitiate Experience After Philosophy
From the overview experience, the novitiate experience after 
philosophy would foster the following:
Ø Proper/better understanding and assimilation of the novitiate 

formative process, which helps one through the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit to make proper discernment of his vocation 
with sense of maturity and responsibility;

Ø It helps the novice master and his co-formators to be open-
minded to the novices while discussing the problems facing 
the church in the modern time, and the problems facing our 
congregation as witnessed in the areas of apostolate and 
mission, without fear of scandalizing them;

Ø It gives a spring board to a better theological, ecclesiological 
and missionary studies; 

Ø Finally, it will go a long way, to achieving the aims of the 
Council on the renewal of religious life, with a great hope for 
the renewal of spirit in the Congregation..

I considered it quite important to conclude this 
articulation of our novitiate experience after 

philosophy by giving a recap of our overview 
experience of the program of the novitiate. We 
started our novitiate experience with 5 days 
retreat and spiritual exercises, and were 
canonically received into the novitiate by Very 
Rev Fr. Perpetus Igwe, cmf; the Provincial 
Vicar/Prefect of Spirituality. 

Programs of the novitiate
The program of the novitiate is one that embraces the 

spiritual formation, physical well being, studies on 
religious life especially the Claretian dimension: the Cordi-

Marian spirituality and the community living as apostolic 
missionary, lectures on the biblical, theological and 
ecclesiological studies namely: Introduction to the Old Testament, 
and the study of the Vatican Council with special attention to 
documents on Consecrated Life, Renewal of the Religious Life, 
Formation of Priests, Introduction to The New Testament, 
Introduction to Aspects of Christology, and Introduction to the 
Biblical Languages, the basic Christian doctrines and Liturgy. 

There is also a monthly recollection and weekly hermitage 
experience by the novices for better contemplation. Every Friday 
we have nocturnal adoration, we also have other spiritual 
exercises and cultivation of virtues of prayer, mortification, 
meditation and lectio-divina, detachment and renunciation, and 
also inter-novitiate encounters that geared towards integral human 
maturity especially on sexual integration. etc.

Finally, the experience of the life of the formators is also a 
wonderful novitiate experience, beginning from the novice 
master, a man of calm and amiable spirit, with good missionary 
experience cum theological/biblical background so effective in his 
homily and conferences.

And also the assistant novice master whose life is a witness to the 
true Claretian religious life, a man with wonderful scriptural 
background in which we acclaim him 'the rabbi' and so committed 
to the good formation of novices. Lastly the community bursar, so 
imbued with musical and liturgical knowledge and skills.
God bless them all.

KENNETH CHINECHEREM CHIMA (Novice)

MY NOVITIATE EXPERIENCE 
AFTER PHILOSOPHY

The Holy Spirit 
to make proper 

discernment 
of his vocation 

with sense of maturity 
and responsibility;
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Youth Week Celebration is an annual youth 
programme for the Catholic Youths all over the 
world. It is a remarkable moment in the lives of 

all Catholic Youths.

However, at St. Dominic's Catholic Parish Afara, the 
2019 edition of our youth week   celebration was an 
event that its memory will continue to remain ever 
green in the minds of all the Afara Catholic 
Community and its environs. The theme of the 
programme is ” The Power of Praise”

The programme started on Sunday 22nd September 
with a football match between two zones within the 
parish. In line with the program of event, on Monday 
evening, all the Catholic Youths embarked on a 
marathon race which served as a mechanism for 
creating awareness. Monday's event was concluded 
with a closing prayer and youth Anthem at the parish 
Garden.

Tuesday's activities engaged the parish youths in 
series of sporting events ranging from 100m / 200m 
race, egg race, sack race, coke race etc, involving both 
genders.

Wednesday's program began with a friendly male 
football match, which took place between our Parish 
and Holy family Parish Amauburu Ubomiri. This 
friendly match is aimed at creating a strong inter-parish 
relationship and cooperation among the youths. 
Thursday's activities were spirit- filled, as the youths 
were engaged in Holy mass, adoration and 

POWER OF PRAISE: 
AFARA PARISH CELEBRATES YOUTH WEEK

deliverance prayers. During the adoration, the 
officiating Priest used the topic ” Worthy is the Lamb 
that was Slain” to explain the history of the human 
salvation and the continual saving power of the lamb 
that was slain. He concluded the program with prayer 
of deliverance and exorcism. As a follow-up to that 
inspiring event, Friday evening features a penitential 
service and confession for the parish Youths. 

We are glad that most of our parish Youths were able 
make their confession and returned to sacrament after 
many years. We began the Saturday's program with the 
youth sanitation in the morning, through which we 
tidied-up the parish environs. At about, 10:am, we had 
an inter-parish female football match which took place 
between our parish youths and youths of the mother 
parish CKC mbieri, which ended 3-0, in favour of our 
parish. 

Saturday evening section began with a seminar/paper 
presentation from Chief Barr. Eddy Onyema, who is 
also the patron of our parish youths. Barrister 
presented a paper titled “Maximizing your Potentials – 
Option for Catholic Youths”. In his teaching, he made 
references to series of biblical figures, encouraging 
youths to maximize their potentials through 
perseverance, hard work, good relationship and fear of 
God. This was followed by a quiz competition 
conducted among the parish zones.

The grand finale of the programme took place on 
Sunday with a Eucharistic Celebration and fund raising 
exercise for church instruments. A reception followed 
after mass at the parish Hall. This reception featured 
the opening prayer, opening remark, cola 
presentation, welcome address, welcome song by 
CYON choir, cultural dance display, drama and other 
entertainments.

In a nutshell, our 2019 edition of CYON week was 
significant socially, academically and spiritual in the 
lives of the parish youths.  Glory be to God in the 
highest and thanks to Afara pastoral team; Frs. 
Nicholas Chinweze cmf, and Marcellinus Njeze,cmf, 
parish youths executives and other human agents that 
contributed to the success.

By Fr. Marcel Njeze, cmf.
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The words of Christ echoes loudly at moments 
of crisis to all, “If you are not ready to carry 
your cross and follow me, then you cannot be 

my disciple”. These words, though implying some 
sort of burden, serve as a source of strength to 
missionaries who have to work in the toughest of 
places, especially those who work in the southern 
part of Cameroon (North-West and South-West)

I was graced with this opportunity to serve the Lord in 
such a situation, within the diocese of Kumbo in the 
Bui division of the North-West region of Cameroon. 
Kumbo as town is a peculiar place, given the 
excesses in her social expressions of the reality of her 
struggle for freedom, and for the actualization of the 
“Ambazonian Country”. 

These excesses have led to an 
unprecedented socioeconomic 
decline and has presented the church 
in Kumbo and every missionary 
working there with a challenging task, 
and a moment to witness to the gospel.

One of the challenging things faced as 
a missionary, is to speak out against the 
evil and the excesses of both militia 
forces (the freedom fighters and the 
military of the Republic of Cameroun). 

The truth became a thing to dread for fear 
of being tagged by the freedom fighters as a traitor, or 
by the government's military as a secessionist; either 
way, you might get killed. This evoked within the 
people and a strong sense of fear. Yet, somehow, we 
find ways to humorously speak about the truth at any 
liturgical gathering that gives us such opportunities. 

This however doesn't come without a price: few 
priests and even the bishop has been abducted by the 
freedom fighters our out-rightly accused by the 
government.

However, in spite of the crisis which has grounded 
ecclesiastical and social activities, and in spite of an 

overwhelming betrayal of the faith, out of fear, by 
some catholic Christian, there has been a forceful 
effort by a good number of catholic Christians, the 
Bishop and his clergy with the various missionaries in 
the diocese to still carry out pastoral activities. 

One of such activities is the youth ministry which has 
sought to meaningfully engage the youths, who have 
been deprived of school with some social and 
pastoral activities like different kinds of skill 
acquisition and spiritual formation.

There is also the difficulty of carrying out missionary 
work, since the crisis has grounded life-activities and 
have made a lot of people flee from their homes to 
seek refuge elsewhere. 

Yet it is an enriching experience as a 
missionary to see the power of God's 
Spirit at work in you and the 
community, as we still live, as a sign of 
hope and God's presence, among a 
people who are torn and worn out by 
the crisis, giving them some reason to 
believe in a better day and a purpose to 
go on. This is a rare form of witnessing 
to the gospel. It has greatly challenged 
faith, and at the same time strengthened 
the faith.

We smile and try to make the best use of 
what we have and helping those we can help find a 
reason to live. 

Like the stories told of the early missionaries who still 
forged on ahead despite the fear of death and 
sickness, we too have braved the odds and stayed still 
to witness to the faith we profess and he vocation we 
have been given by God.

Fr. Francis Okorie, CMF 

SERVING AS A MISSIONARY 
IN THE DIOCESE OF KUMBO

FR. FRANCIS OKORIE, CMF

“If you are 
not ready 

to carry your 
cross and follow me, 
then you cannot be 

my disciple”.
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O
n 29 June 2019, the Sons of the Immaculate Heart 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary gathered at St Anthony 
Mary Claret Parish Area A New Owerri Imo State 

Nigeria to mark the celebration of the Feast of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary have concluded the novena 
prayer in all their places of apostolate.

 This year's theme is: Immaculate Heart of Mary: Panacea to 
Christians Lukewarmness. The day's activities began at 
10am with a motorcade rosary procession along the streets 
of Owerri proclaiming the triumph of the Immaculate Heart. 
The Holy Mass was celebrated by the Provincial Superior of 
the East Nigeria Province VRF Simeon Nwobi,CMF with 
other Claretian Priests as concelebrants.

 In his homily, Fr Simeon called all to search for Jesus as 
Mary and Joseph did. He asked the audience, "Are you in 
the Father's house doing his business? The parents of Jesus  
found him in the temple teaching the learned. What is your 
position with God? The Heart of Mary, he said, is a heart that 
insists that we come back to God - to be where we suppose 
to be that is the presence of God. If you have left Jesus 
behind, retrace your steps and go back to him".

After the Mass which was attended by the Claretian Sisters, 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Sisters, Sisters of the Holy Family, 
Lay Claretians and Associates, other lay faithful and 
collaborators in the Mission; the enthusiastic congregation 
was thrilled with several cultural entertainment by the 
pupils and students of our schools.

Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Celebration

Our	Missionaries	
Open	a	Clinic	in	Nekede	

G
ood health is essential for 
sustainable development. 
According the UN at least 

400 million people have no basic 
healthcare, and 40 percent lack 
social protection. Access to primary 
health care is still a challenge in 
Nigeria. 

Aware of these challenges, our 
missionaries Fr Wence Isidienu, George Njoku and 
Desmond Okereke, cmff in collaboration with the 
women group-Catholic Women Organization built a 
clinic to provide primary health care to men, women and 
children in Umualum Nekede and environs.  The clinic 
was  officially opened  for public use  on Sunday 25th 
August 2019.

The clinic which is situated at the 
parish compound is geared towards 
taking care of the basic health needs 
of the people of Nekede, equally 
serves as maternity. The motive of the 
project  as  in i t ia ted by our  
missionaries is to aid men and 
women who are unable to access 
hospitals due to financial constraints 
to have access to their basic health 

treatment.

To the glory of God, the clinic was blessed by Rev. Fr. 
George Njoku, CMF while the parishioners present sang 
and shouted for joy for this great stride achieved by the 
Catholic women orgnisation of the parish.

Doguigui and Gentil villages in the Claretian Mission in 
Sarh Chad have been submerged by flood following 
heavy rains which began on Friday 4 October, 2019. 

What started as a light drizzle gradually metamorphosed to heavy 
convectional tropical rainfall.  Doguigui  is  completely 
submerged while Gentil still has some houses that were spared by 
the flood, Although no lives were lost, about 30 houses were 
completely destroyed and about 1500 people are rendered 
homeless.

For a place which lacks primary health care, there is fear of an 
epidemic breaking out. Many people are sick, and there are no 
means of getting them to the nearest town for proper health care.  
Fr Casmir Ibe, CMF the pastor of Ste. Marie Mere de L'Eglise, Sarh 
Chad reports that: “At this moment they can only get to the town 
by trekking about an hour and half inside the flood since even 
motorcycle cannot come in or out. To evacuate the sick ones at 
this time is very difficult. They are farmers and now have lost most 
of their farm produce to the flood. They need food, clothing, 
medication and rebuilding of their houses. The people now take 
refuge in the only primary school in the neighborhood. ”

“My people are in misery. This is moving from poverty to misery. 
Please Help!” said Fr Casmir. He therefore calls on men and 
women of goodwill to come to their aid in this difficult time.

SOS Claretian Mission: 
Flood Submerge Two Villages 

in Sarh Chad
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According the UN, “The formative early 
years of a child's life demand a nurturing 
environment and attentive care. Early 

childhood, which spans the period up to 8 years 
of age, is critical for cognitive, social, emotional 
and physical development…Optimal brain 
development requires a stimulating environment, 
adequate nutrients and social interaction with 
attentive caregivers.”

Aware of these facts the SOMI Team of East 
Nigeria Province in collaboration with our 
missionaries at St Paul Church Nekede Owerri 
Imo State organized a free holiday education 
programme for indigent children of Nekede and 
neighbouring communities.

The free holidays extra-mural formation started on 
Monday 29th day of July and ended on 4th 
September 2019.

It's a fact that in our society today, their is high rate 
of moral decadence. The program was centered 
purely on inculcating good moral values in the life 

of the children and admonishing them to live the 
life of virtue. It was also focused on building the 
moral psyche of the children as to curb immoral 
excesses in the society.

To achieve the aim of the program, the children 
were taught the life of St Anthony Mary Claret. 
They were also given teachings on prayer, the 
dangers of greed, lies, pornography, the dignity of 
work, respect for elders and a host of other 
teachings. The also had time for academic quiz 
competition.

The program was blessed with a huge turnout of 
children starting from the very first day till the last 
day of the program. Over 600 children registered 
for the program; with over 500 children on 
attendance each day.

On the other hand, the program brought together 
both the Catholics and other Christians. 
Interestingly, many parents brought testimonies, 
on the positive changes seen in the life of their 
children.

SOMI	TEAM	AND	ST	PAUL	CHURCH	NEKEDE	
ORGANISE	FREE	HOLIDAY	EDUCATION	

PROGRAMME

Chief Melitus Osuagwu he was the father of Fr Henry Osuagwu
Mr Callistus Ndulor he was the brother of Fr Cosmas Ndulor
Mrs Mary Oguejiofor she was the mother of Fr Kenneth Oguejofor
Ezinne A.A Ibe she was the mother of Fr Casmir Ibe
Mrs Agnes Obi she was the sister of Fr Gabriel Okoye
Sir Chief Boniface Igwe he was the father of Fr Magnus Igwe
Mr Chigozie Iheme he was the brother of Fr ChukwuemekaIheme
Ezinne Anthonia Awuzie she was the sister of Fr Malachy Osunwa
Pa Damian Adile he was the uncle of Fr John Francis Adile
Chief Joseph Ukata he was the uncle of Fr Emmanuel Ukata
Mr Christopher Ekwujuru he was the brother of Fr Stanislaus Ekwujuru
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